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The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1-2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) A layout system, comprising: 

a layout device for selecting items of published information from a plurality of 

items of published information and for making a layout for the selected published 
information, the layout device capable of performing a layout process by storing at least one 
item of published information in at least one information storage region arranged in a layout 
region; 

wherein: 

an information storage region includes identification data and arrangement 

control data; 

items of published information includes identification data and arrangement 

control data; and 

the layout device is configured to compare the identification data of the 

information storage region with the identification data of an item of published information to 
determine whether the published information is to be stored in the information storage region 
on the basis of matching identification data, the layout device further configured that if there 
are no items of published information suitable to be stored in the information storage region 
on the basis of matching identification data, the layout device then determines if any item of 
published information is to be stored in the information storage region based on the 
arrangement control data of an item of published information and the information storage 
region. 
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a layout devic e to soloct publish e d information from a plurality of pi e c e s of 

published information and to make a layout for th e s e l e ct e d published information, the layout 
device p e rforming a layout process by storing th e s e l e cted published information in 
information storage r e gions arranged in a layout r e gion; 

the information storage r e gions and th e publish e d information having 

r e sp e ctiv e ly add e d th e r e to identification information to make the information storage r e gions 
and the published information corr e spond to e ach oth e r, and arrang e ment control information 
to control the arrangement in the information storage regions; and 

th e layout devic e b e ing adapt e d to stor e th e publish e d information in the 

information storage regions on the basis of the arrang e m e nt control information wh e n th e r e 
ar e no information storag e r e gions or publish e d information suitable to store the publish e d 
information in th e information storag e r e gions on th e basis of the id e ntification information. 
4. (Currently Amended) A layout system, comprising: 

a published information storage device to store a plurality o f items pi e c e s of 
published information; and 

a layout device for selecting items o f to select th e published information from 
the published information storage device and to make a layout for the selected published 
information, the layout device capable of performing a layout process by storing the selected 
items of p ublished information in information storage regions arranged in a layout region; 
wherein: 

an information storage region includes identification data and arrangement 

control data; 

items of published information includes identification data and arrangement 

control data; and 
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the layout device is configured to compare the identification data of the 

information storage region with the identification data of an item of published information to 
determine whether the published information is to be stored in the information storage region 
on the basis of matching or related identification data, the layout device further configured 
that if there are no items of published information suitable to be stored in the information 
storage region on the basis of the identification data, the layout device then determines if any 
item of published information is to be stored in the information storage region based on the 
arrangement control data of an item of published information and the information storage 
region. 

the information storage r e gions and th e published information having 

r e sp e ctiv e ly added thereto identification information to make the information storag e r e gions 
and th e publish e d information corr e spond to each oth e r, and arrangement control information 
to control th e arrangem e nt in the information storag e r e gions; and 

th e layout device being adapted to det e rmin e wh e th e r there ar e an information 

storag e r e gion and publ i sh e d information having add e d th e reto id e ntical or r e lat e d 
id e ntification information by comparing th e id e ntification information add e d to th e publi s h e d 
information with that add e d to th e information storag e r e gions, and th e n, wh e n it is 
d e t e rmin e d that th e r e ar e an information storag e r e gion and publish e d information having 
added thereto identical or identification information, th e layout d e vic e b e ing adapt e d to stor e 
r e l e vant publish e d information in th e relevant information storag e r e gion, and wh e n it is 
determined that th e r e ar e no information storag e r e gions and publish e d information having 
add e d th e r e to identical or related identification information, the layout device being adapted 
to stor e th e publish e d information in th e information storage r e gion on the basis of the 
arrangement control information added to th e information storag e r e gion and th e publish e d 
information. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to Claim 4 claim 4 , the 
arrangement control data information of an item of published information being settable to: 
cither 

state 1 where the item p ublished information should must only be stored in an 

information storage region having matching or related identification data, add e d ther e to 
id e ntification information id e ntical or relat e d th e r e to, or 

state 2 where the published information does not have to ma^-be stored in an 

information storage region having matching or related identification data, other than th e on e 
having added thereto id e ntification information identical or r e lat e d th e r e to. 

6. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to Claim 5 claim 5 , 
wherein the arrangement control data of an information storage region being settable to: 

state L where an item of published information must only be stored in the 

information storage region if the item has matching or related identification data, or 

state 2, where an item of published information does not have to have 

matching or related identification data to be stored in the information storage region, 

wherein if there are no items of published information suitable to be stored in 

the information storage region on the basis of the identification data, and the arrangement 
control data of the information storage region is set to state 2, the layout device is configured 
to select from the published information storage device an item of published information not 
having any identification data for storage in the information storage region, wh e n th e r e is no 
published information having added thereto identification information id e ntical or relat e d to 
that add e d to an information storage region as a targ e t to be stor e d, in the publish e d 
information storage device, and wh e n arrangem e nt control information added to th e 
information storag e r e gion is s e t to stat e 2, th e layout devic e b e ing adapt e d to s e l e ct publish e d 
information not having add e d th e r e to th e id e ntification information from the published 
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information storage device, and to store tho selected publish e d information in th e information 
storag e region as a targ e t to be s tor e d. 

7. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to Claim 6 claim 6 , 
wherein if there are no items of published information suitable to be stored in the information 
storage region on the basis of the identification data, and the arrangement control data of the 
information storage region is set to state 2, and if there are no items of published information 
not having any identification data, the layout device is configured to select from the published 
information storage device an item of published information having arrangement control data 
set to state 2 for storage in the information storage region. 

when th e r e is no publish e d information not having add e d th e r e to id e ntification information, 
in th e publish e d information storage device, tho layout d e vic e b e ing adapt e d to s e l e ct 
publish e d information having the arrangem e nt control information s e t to the state 2 from th e 
publish e d information storag e device and to store in th e information storage region as a target 
to b e stored the selected published information. 

8. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to claim 5, wherein if there 
are no information storage regions suitable to store an item of published information on the 
basis of identification data, and the arrangement control data of the item of published 
information is set to state 2, the layout device is configured to select in a layout region an 
information storage region not having any identification data for storing the item of published 
information. 

Claim 5, wh e n th e r e is no information storage region having add e d thereto identification 
information id e ntical or r e lat e d to that add e d to the published information as a target to b e 
stored, in th e layout region, and wh e n th e arrangement control information added to the 
publish e d information is set to tho state 2, tho layout devic e b e ing adapted to sel e ct an 
information storag e r e gion not having add e d thereto tho identification information from th e 
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layout region and to stor e in tho sel e ct e d information storage region tho published inform ation 
as a target to be stor e d. 

9. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to claim 8, wherein if there 
are no information storage region not having any identification data in the layout region, the 
layout device is configured to select an information storage region having arrangement 
control data set to state 2 for storing the item of published information. 

Claim 8, wh e n ther e ar e no information storag e r e gions not having added thereto th e 
id e ntification information, in th e layout region, tho layout devic e b e ing adapt e d to se l e ct an 
information storag e r e gion having the arrang e ment control information set to the stat e 2 from 
the layout r e gion, and to store in th e select e d information storag e region tho published 
information as a targ e t to b e stor e d. 

10. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to Claim 4 claim 4 , 
wherein the arrangement control data information being abl e is configurable to set-the_a 
degree of similarity of identification _data information which is allowabl e required when the 
for an item of published information4s to be stored in an information storage region having 
add e d th e r e to identification data information identical or related to the item of p ublished 
information. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The layout system according to Claim 10 claim 10 , 
wherein if there are no items of published information suitable to be stored in a target 
information storage region on the basis of identical or related identification data, when ther e 
is no publish e d information having added th e r e to id e ntification information id e ntical or 
relat e d to that add e d to an information storage region as a target to bo stor e d, in th e publish e d 
information storag e d e vic e , the layout device being adapt e d is configured to select from the 
published information storage device an item of p ublished information having add e d th e reto 
the identification data information whose with a degree of similarity to the identification data 
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information added to the targetjnformation storage region as a target to be Gtor e d is greater 
than that of the deeree of similarity of identification data required by the arrangement control 
data information added to o f the target information storage region as a targ e t to be stor e d , and 
to store the selected item of published information in the target information storage region-as 
a targ e t to b e stor e d . 

12. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to claim 10, wherein if 
there are no information storage regions suitable to store an item of published information on 
the basis of identical or related identification data, the layout device is configured to select in 
a layout region an information storage region having identification data with a degree of 
similarity to the identification data of the item of published information greater than the 
degree of similarity of identification data required by the arrangement control data of the item 
of published information, and to store the item of published information in the selected 
information storage region. 

Claim 10, wh e n th e r e ar e no information storag e regions having add e d th e r e to identification 
information identical or related to that added to the published information as a targ e t to b e 
stor e d, in the layout region, the layout d e vic e being adapt e d to s e l e ct from th e layout r e gion 
th e information storage region having added thereto th e id e ntification information whos e 
similarity to th e id e ntification information added to the publish e d information as a target to b e 
stored i s great e r than that of th e arrang e m e nt control information added to the publish e d 
information as a targ e t to b e s tor e d, and to stor e in th e select e d information storage region the 
publish e d information as a targ e t to b e stor e d. 

13. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to Claim 10 claim 10 , 
wherein the degree of similarity being a calculated value determined according to_a4he 
distance between4he pieces of identification data information in a word system when the 
meanings of words given as the identification data information are systemized. 
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14. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to claim 4, wherein if there 
are no items of published information suitable to be stored in a target information storage 
region Claim 1, whon ther e is, in th e layout r e gion, an information storag e region where th e 
publish e d information cannot bo otherwise stor e d , the layout device is configured being 
adapted to delete the rel e vant target information storage region. 

15. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to claim 4, wherein if there 
are no items of published information suitable to be stored in a target information storage 
region, the layout device is configured to Claim 4 , wh e n ther e is, in th e layout r e gion, an 
information storag e r e gion wh e r e the published information cannot b e otherwis e stored, th e 
layout d e vic e b e ing adapt e d to store margin-filling information in the r e l e vant target 
information storage region. 

16. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to claim 4 Claim 4 , further 
comprising an identification- data information adding device to add-the identification data 
information to-feh e an item of published information, 

the identification- data information adding device being adapt e d configured to 

analyze the contents of-the an item of published information and to add-the identification data 
information to the item of published information on the basis of the analysis results. 

17. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to claim 4 Claim 4, 
wherein an item of the-published information having added th e reto a has a plurality of pieces 
of-the identification data, wherein each piece of identification data is assigned a level of 
priorit y information having priority , and 

if there are no items of published information in the published information 
storage device suitable to be stored in a target information storage region on the basis of 
identification data having a predetermined level of priority, wh e n id e ntification information 
having a pr e determined lev e l of priority, among th e id e ntification information added to th e 
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publish e d information is tak e n as a target and it is determined that there is no published 
information having added thereto identification information identical or r e lat e d to that add e d 
to an information storage region as a target to b e stor e d, in the published information storage 
devic e , the layout device is configured to select from the published information storage 
device an item of published information for storage in the target information storage region 
on the basis that the selected item of published information has identification data, with a 
priority level one level lower than the predetermined level, that is identical or related to the 
identification data of the information storage region. 

b e ing adapt e d to tak e as target id e ntification information having a priority one level low e r 
than th e predetermined l e v e l of priority, among the identification information added to th e 
publish e d information, and to select from the published information s torag e devic e th e 
publish e d information having add e d thereto id e ntification information id e ntical or r e lat e d to 
that add e d to th e information storag e region as a targ e t to bo stored. 

18. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to claim 4, wherein an 
information storage region has a plurality of pieces of identification data, wherein each piece 
of identification data is assigned a level of priority, and 

if there are no information storage regions suitable to store a target item of 

published information on the basis of identification data having a predetermined level of 
priority, the layout device is configured to select an information storage region to store the 
target item of published information on the basis that the selected information storage region 
has identification data, with a priority level one level lower than the predetermined level, that 
is identical or related to the identification data of the item of published information. 
Claim 1, the information storage region having added thereto a plurality of pieces of th e 
identification information having priority, and 
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wh e n id e ntification information having a predetermined levol of priority, 

among the identification information added to th e information storage regions is tak e n as a 
targ e t and it is determined that there are no information storage regions having added thereto 
id e ntification information identical or related to that add e d to published information as a 
targ e t to bo stor e d, in the layout region, the layout device being adapted to take as target 
id e ntification information having a priority one level lower than th e pr e d e t e rmined l e v e l of 
priority, among th e id e ntification information add e d to th e information storag e regions, and to 
select from th e layout r e gion an information s torag e region having added th e r e to 
identification information id e ntical or r e lat e d to that add e d to the publish e d information as a 
target to be stored. 

19. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to claim 4 Claim 4, further 
comprising a user information storage device to store user information regarding a user, the 
layout device being adapted to select published information from the published information 
storage device on the basis of the user information in the user information storage device. 

20. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to claim 4 Claim 4, further 
comprising a user information storage device to store user information regarding a user, the 
layout device being adapted to make a layout for the published information on the basis of the 
user information in the user information storage device. 

21-22. (Canceled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A layout program, comprising: 

a layout program for selecting items of published information from a plurality 

of items of published information and for making a layout for the selected items of published 
information, the layout program capable of performing a layout process by storing at least one 
item of selected items of published information in at least one information storage region 
arranged in a layout region; 
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wherein: 

an information storage region includes identification data and arrangement 

control data; 

items of published information includes identification data and arrangement 

control data; and 

the layout program is configured to compare the identification data of the 

information storage region with the identification data of an item of published information to 
determine whether the item of published information is to be stored in the information storage 
region on the basis of matching identification data, the layout program further configured that 
if there are no items of published information suitable to be stored in the information storage 
region on the basis of matching identification data, the layout program then determines if any 
item of published information is to be stored in the information storage region based on the 
arrangement control data of an item of published information and the information storage 
region. 

a layout program for se l e cting publish e d information from a plurality of pi e c e s 

of publish e d information and for making a layout for th e s e l e ct e d publish e d information, the 
layout program p e rforming a layout proc e ss by storing th e s e l e ct e d published information in 
information storage r e gions arranged in a layout region; 

the information storag e regions and the published information having 

r e sp e ctiv e ly added th e reto id e ntification information to make th e information s torag e r e gions 
and the publish e d information corr e spond to e ach oth e r, and arrangement control information 
to control the arrangement in the information storag e r e gions; and 

wh e n th e re is no information storag e region or published information suitabl e 

to stor e th e publish e d information in the information storag e regions on the basis of th e 
identification information, th e layout program being adapted to store the published 
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information in th e information storag e r e gions on the basis of th e arrang e ment control 
information. 

24. (Currently Amended) A layout program, comprising: 

a published information storage program to store a plurality of items of 

published information; and 

a layout program for selecting items of published information from the 

published information storage program and to make a layout for the selected items of 
published information, the layout program capable of performing a layout process by storing 
the selected items of published information in information storage regions arranged in a 
layout region; 
wherein: 

an information storage region includes identification data and arrangement 

control data; 

items of published information includes identification data and arrangement 

control data; and 

the layout program is configured to compare the identification data of the 

information storage region with the identification data of an item of published information to 
determine whether the published information is to be stored in the information storage region 
on the basis of matching or related identification data, the layout program further configured 
that if there are no items of published information suitable to be stored in the information 
storage region on the basis of the identification data, the layout program then determines if 
any item of published information is to be stored in the information storage region based on 
the arrangement control data of an item of published information and the information storage 
region. 
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a published information storag e program for storing a plurality of piocos of 

publish e d information; and 

a layout program for sel e cting tho publish e d information from the published 

information storag e program and for making a layout for the sel e ct e d publish e d information, 
th e layout program performing a layout process by storing th e s e l e cted published information 
in information storag e r e gion s arrang e d in a layout region; 

tho information storage regions and th e publish e d information having 

r e sp e ctiv e ly add e d th e r e to identification information to make th e information storag e r e gions 
and tho published information corr e spond to each other, and arrang e m e nt control information 
to control the arrangem e nt in the information storage regions; and 

tho layout program b e ing adapt e d to d e t e rmin e wh e th e r there are an 

information storage r e gion and published information having add e d thereto id e ntical or 
related identification information by comparing the id e ntification information added to the 
publish e d information with that added to tho information storage r e gions, and th e n, wh e n 
thor o aro an information storag e r e gion and publish e d information having added th e r e to 
identical or related identification information, the layout program b e ing adapt e d to stor e 
r e levant publish e d information in th e relevant information storage region, and when ther e is 
no information storage region and publish e d information having add e d th e reto identical or 
r e lated identification information, th e layout program being adapted to stor e th e publish e d 
information in th e information storag e regions on th e basis of arrang e m e nt control 
information add e d to th e r e levant information storage regions and publish e d information. 
25-26. (Canceled) 

27. (Currently Amended) A layout method, comprising: 

selecting items of published information from a plurality of items of published 

information; 
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making a layout for the selected published information, and performing a 

layout process by storing at least one item of selected published information in at least one 
information storage region arranged in a layout region; 

adding to an information storage region identification data and arrangement 

control data; 

adding to an item of published information identification data and arrangement 

control data; and 

comparing the identification data of the information storage region with the 

identification data of an item of published information to determine whether the published 
information is to be stored in the information storage region on the basis of matching 
identification data, and if there are no items of published information suitable to be stored in 
the information storage region on the basis of matching identification data, determining if any 
item of published information is to be stored in the information storage region based on the 
arrangement control data of an item of published information and the information storage 
region. 

s e lecting publish e d information from a plurality of pi e c e s of publiGh e d 

information; and 

making a layout for the selected publish e d information, the layout b e ing 

p e rform e d by storing the selected publish e d information in th e information storag e regions 
arrang e d in a layout r e gion; 

th e information storag e r e gions and the published information having 

r e sp e ctively add e d th e reto identification information to make th e information storag e r e gions 
and th e publish e d information corr e spond to e ach other, and arrangement control information 
to control th e arrang e ment in th e information storag e regions; and 
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vvhon thoro is no information storage r e gion and published information suitable 

to stor e the published information in the information storag e r e gions on the basis th e 
identification information, the layout b e ing adapted to store the published information in the 
information storage region on th e basis of th e arrang e ment control information. 
28. (Currently Amended) A layout method, comprising: 

selecting items of published information from a plurality of items of published 

information; 

making a layout for the selected published information, and performing a 

layout process by storing at least one item of selected published information in at least one 
information storage region arranged in a layout region; 

adding to an information storage region identification data and arrangement 

control data; 

adding to an item of published information identification data and arrangement 

control data; and 

comparing the identification data of the information storage region with the 

identification data of an item of published information to determine whether the published 
information is to be stored in the information storage region on the basis of matching or 
related identification data, and if there are no items of published information suitable to be 
stored in the information storage region on the basis of matching or related identification data, 
determining if any item of published information is to be stored in the information storage 
region based on the arrangement control data of an item of published information and the 
information storage region. 

selecting published information from a publish e d information storage d e vic e 

to stor e a plurality of pi e c e s of publish e d information; and 
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making a layout for th e s e l e cted publish e d information, tho layout being 

performed by storing the selected publish e d information in th e information storage regions 
arranged in a layout region; 

tho information storage regions and th e publish e d information having 

resp e ctiv e ly add e d th e r e to identification information to make th e information storage regions 
and the publish e d information corr e spond to e ach oth e r, and arrang e m e nt control information 
to control th e arrangem e nt in th e information storag e r e gions; and 

tho layout d e t e rmining wh e th e r th e r e are an information storage region and 

publish e d information having add e d thereto id e ntical or r e lat e d id e ntification information by 
comparing the identification information added to th e published information with that add e d 
to the information storage r e gions, and th e n, wh e n there are an information storag e r e gion and 
publish e d information having add e d th e r e to identical or r e lat e d identification information, th e 
layout b e ing adapt e d to store th e publish e d information in tho information storag e r e gions, 
and wh e n th e r e is no information storage region and published information having add e d 
th e r e to id e ntical or relat e d id e ntification information, tho layout being adapted to store th e 
publi s hed information in th e information storage r e gions on tho basis of tho arrang e m e nt 
control information add e d to th e information storage region and tho publish e d information. 
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